" At the time of his admission he was very pale, but not very thin, though he stated that he had lost much flesh. He could walk about the ward without much fatigue. His complexion was very muddy ; his spleen reached anteriorly to the umbilicus, and downwards almost to the crest of the ilium. His liver was not increased in size. There was a loud systolic murmur at the apex of the heart, a systolic and diastolic murmur at the base, and a loud venous hum audible over the veins of the neck. Moreover, a systolic murmur could be easily produced by pressure on the carotid arteries. There was no oedema of the body. No quinine was given him whilst he was under observation." On the 22nd of June a well-marked fit occurred, with a cold, hot, and sweating stage. His temperature rose to 104f. On the 23rd, 24th, 25th, and 26th the temperature only rose to 99 ; on the 27th the temperature rose to 101-v. On the 28th it reached 102-|; on the 29th, 101i; on the 30th, 99|; on 1st of July, 9S. During these attacks he had no rigors nor any sensation of heat; indeed, he expressed himself as feeling quite well. He took food freely, and was only kept in bed that the observations might be made. There was no excess of white corpuscles in the blood, nor any albumen in the urine. After the above lits he took quinine, and diminution in the size of the spleen quickly followed. The second case was that of a child, aged live Once through, it was readily passed up the intestine to its full length, and the remainder of the injection was thrown up. On removal of the syringe there was no escape of flatus or return of the injection. The exhausting syringe was now applied to the external extremity of the tube, but failed in causing any flow through it.
Without withdrawing the tube the patient was placed on his side, and one sponge, connected with the negative pole of the electro-galvanic battery, being applied to the margin of the anus, the other sponge, in connexion with the positive pole, was applied in a rapid manner over the whole external surface of the abdominal walls. After a few sucli applications there was a gush of fluid matter through the tube, which was then withdrawn, and the sponge which had hitherto been applied to the verge of the anus was, along with a portion of the metallic handle to which it was attached, passed up the rectum two or three inches, while the same proceeding as before was renewed with the other sponge. Each sudden application threw the whole of the abdominal muscles into the greatest spasm, and was immediately succeeded by a gush of fluid faices. Three large basinfuls were thus got rid of. The operation, which had lasted about ten minutes, and which was attended with the most intense agony, so much so that the patient writhed under it to a painful degree, confirm Virchow's statement in the ' Cellular Pathologie,' that this symptom in these cases is associated with degeneration of the intestines. In one case the temperature was constantly diminished by a few degrees. The peculiar condition of the blood before noticed he believes to depend on amyloid degeneration of the spleen and lymphatic glands. The duration of the disease is frequently protracted, some of his cases were under observation for three and four years.
The termination is usually fatal, but from two cases he has observed he is inclined to think not invariably so. The treatment consists in supplying nutritious diet, tonic and hajmatic medicines, especially the syrup of the iodide of iron, and, where syphilitic cachexia has been the origin of the malady, the iodide of potassium. On Heart Disease in the Army.
